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MISSOULA--
GRIZZLY NETTERS SET BIG SKY 
CONFERENCE RECORD IN DEFENSE 
guffey/jg 
The defensive-minded University of Montana basketball team has established a 
Big Sky Conference record in that category. 
Montana, which is currently ranked fourth in the nation in team defense, broke 
its own conference defensive scoring record during the 1978-79 season, allowing an 
average of 60.3 points a game (1 ,628 points in 27 games). UM held the old mark of 
62.2 (1 ,616 points in 26 games) set in 1972-73. The Grizzlies have led the league 
defensively the last eight seasons in-a-row. 
The Grizzlies' Allan Nielsen and John Stroeder finished the BSC season ranked 
11th and 12th, respectively in scoring. Nielsen scored 375 points for a 13.9 
average, while Stroeder scored 370 (13.7). 
Stroeder finished fifth in rebounding (211 for a 7.8 average), and 9th in 
field goal shooting with a .502 (143 for 285) average. 
The Grizzlies tied a BSC record for most overtimes, playing four in a 78-77 
loss to Idaho State. 
UM has now won 17 straight conference games at home, three short of the record 
set by Weber State (1967-68 to 1968-69). 
This marked the 16th season for Big Sky basketball. Under the current NCAA 
fonnat, 16 conferences with the best win-loss records over the previous five years 
of championship play will receive byes into the second round in next year's playoffs. 
Looking at the Big Sky's mark the past five seasons (1975 through 1979), the league 
has won four of 10 games. However, Weber State's recent win over New Mexico State 
in the playoffs should help the conference's battle for an automatic playoff berth 
in 1980. 
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GRIZZLY NETTERS SET BI G SKY CONFER ENCE RECORD IN DEFENSE 
The BSC finished with a 60-41 record against outside competition for a .594 
winning percentage, the second best mark in the league's history. Teams finished 
56-56 in the well-balanced BSC this season, and 119-100 overall. 
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